[Controversial aspects of verrucous carcinoma of the larynx: viral etiology, diagnosis and treatment].
Verrucous carcinoma is a clinical and pathological entity which was recognized only in recent years. The laryngologist and pathologist must cooperate closely to formulate a correct diagnosis, because the microscopical findings may not show cytological criteria for malignancy, whereas the clinical behaviour is locally invasive. Suitable treatment remains controversial, as radiotherapy does not only control the tumour but may be followed by anaplastic transformation. There is increasing evidence of human papillomaviruses as etiologic agents, although further studies to determine their precise role in carcinogenesis are needed.